idolatry, and, without regarding the sanctity of days and months,
to carry on war against unbelievers.    He also presumes to
ascribe the same bloody precepts to the Pentateuch and the
Gospel; not comprehending the distinction between universal
war and the extermination of the devoted nations from the land
of Israel, and confounding the mild genius of Christianity with
its gross abuses by those who injure it by professing it.    The
option, however, of alliance, submission, or battle, was pro-
posed to unbelievers.    On professing Islam, they were admitted
to   all the  privileges   of   primitive   disciples,   and  marched
under the same banner to extend the faith which they had once
opposed, while those who remained faithful to their creed were
tolerated on the payment of tribute.    In the first months of his
reign he practised the warfare he authorised,  and afterwards
fought in person at nine battles or sieges, and in ten years
achieved fifty enterprises by himself, or his lieutenants,    The
spoil was faithfully collected into one common mass: a fifth of
all was reserved for .pious and charitable uses; the remainder
was shared in adequate portions by those who fought and those
who guarded the camp : the rewards of the slain devolved to
their widows and orphans, and the increase of cavalry was
encouraged by a share to the horse as well  as to the man.
The roving Arabs were allured to his standard by the hope of
plunder.    He sanctified the licence of taking the female cap-
tives  for wives   and  concubines, "and  again   and  again  he
represented the enjoyment of beauty as a feeble type of the
paradise prepared for the martyrs of the faith.

" The sword is," lie says, " the key of heaven and of hell A
drop of blood shed in the cause of God, or one night spent in arms.,
is of more avail than two months in fasting or prayer. Who-
soever falls in battle, his sins are forgiven: at the day of judg-
ment his' wounds shall be resplendent as vermilion, and
odoriferous as musk > and the loss of his limbs shall be supplied
by the wings of .angels and cherubim." The intrepid souls of
the Arabs were fired with enthusiasm: the picture of the
invisible world was strongly painted on their imaginations, and
the death which they had always despised became an object of
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